"We are realists...we dream the impossible" - Che
"The truth must not only be the truth...it must also be told" - Fidel
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Resistance,
Resilience, & Fight
Back, People of Yemen
Winning the War
Against Imperialism
By Azza Rojbi
“Sometimes I sleep two, three hours, and
then I wake up and stay up until morning...
I remember my children and my home...Our
lives were humble, but it was a quiet life, a
good life, we were happy...we lost everything.”
Those are the words of Abdullah al-Ibbi in an
interview with BBC in 2016. Abdullah lost 27
members of his family during a Saudi airstrike
on his home in Saada, Yemen.
Abdullah’s family is one of many Yemeni
families that have suffered under years of
brutal U.S.-backed, Saudi-led war on Yemen.
March 26, 2022, marked seven years since
the start of the war and bombing campaign.
The Saudi-led coalition also imposed a naval,
aerial, and land blockade on Yemen. The
blockade has caused critical medicine, fuel,
and food shortages, aggravating an already
disastrous situation.

According to the United Nations, almost
400,000 people were killed, and over 4 million
Yemenis were displaced because of the war.
Yemen is the world’s worst humanitarian crisis,
with 70% of the population, including 11.3
million children, desperate for humanitarian
assistance. This humanitarian crisis is the
direct result of the war in Yemen led by the
Saudi Arabia/United Arab Emirates coalition
with the full support of the United States
and its imperialist allies, including Canada.
They are all complicit in the atrocities of this
war.
Canada’s Complacency with the War

Canada has exported over $8 billion in arms
to Saudi Arabia since the start of the war
on Yemen in 2015. Canada continues to
make billions of dollars at the expense of the

Yemeni people. According to Canada’s annual
report on exports of military equipment, Saudi
Arabia has been the largest non-U.S. buyer of
Canadian military exports for five consecutive
years, from 2016 to 2020. Twice the UN
Human Rights Council has named Canada as
one of the countries fueling the war in Yemen
by continuing arms sales to Saudi Arabia.

Canada also has a direct link to the Saudiled bombing campaign in Yemen. CAE Inc.,
a Montreal-based Canadian company, is
known for training fighter jet and drone pilots.
Canada’s National Observer reported in 2018
that CAE “has trained U.S. pilots who refueled
Saudi fighter jets in mid-air during bombing
raids” … “CAE has also trained drone pilots
from the United Arab Emirates, whose drones
have been deployed in Yemen.” So, in addition
to selling weapons to Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, a Canada-based
company has been involved in training some
of the people directly responsible for the cruel
airstrikes on Yemen.
Canada also has close trade ties with Saudi
Arabia in other industries, not only the
weapons industry. In 2020, Canadian exports
to Saudi Arabia were valued at $1.9 billion.
This makes Saudi Arabia Canada’s secondlargest export market in the Middle East and
North Africa, after the UAE, Saudi Arabia’s
partner in the bombing campaign against
Yemen.

Top: Anti-war rally in Mahweet, Yemen on the 7 year anniversary of the start of the
Saudi-led war on Yemen, March 26, 2022.
Bottom: Vancouver rallies for the Canada-wide Day of Action to "End the War in Yemen!
Canada Stop Arming Saudi!" on March 26, 2022.
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Multiple Canadian corporations are making
millions of dollars in profit from investments
and contracts with Saudi Arabia while
the people of Yemen are on the brink of
starvation. An example is SNC-Lavalin, the
global engineering and construction company
in Montreal, Quebec. SNC-Lavalin has made
millions on numerous multi-year contracts in
Saudi Arabia developing large infrastructure
projects. Another example is Tim Hortons, the
famous Canadian coffee chain. Tim Hortons’s
Middle East franchise, AG Cafe, has 90
coffee shops in Saudi Arabia and has recently
announced they will expand to over 200 coffee
shops by 2024. Hesham Almekkawi, CEO
of AG Café, stated, “Saudi Arabia is one of

the most important markets for the growth
and expansion of Tim Hortons cafes in the
Middle East. “AG Café seeks to continue
offering its guests an unparalleled Tim
Hortons® experience to become everyone’s
café of choice.”

The government of Canada and Canadian
corporations turn a blind eye to the suffering
of the Yemeni people and continue making
billions of dollars off trade and investment
with Saudi Arabia.
Canada’s Hypocrisy

Since the start of the war on Yemen in 2015,
Canada has donated $357 million to help
with humanitarian assistance in Yemen. In
comparison, the Light Armoured Vehicles
(LAVs) deal that Canada brokered with Saudi
Arabia is worth $15 billion. This is more than
42 times the amount of money that Canada
donated during seven years of war in Yemen.
This is shameful for a country that claims to
advocate for human rights and peace. Canada
makes a profit with $15 billion to destroy
Yemen, then spends $357 million as token
money to help rebuild what the Saudi lead
coalition destroys – hundreds of billions of
dollars of infrastructure, education, and health
centers. That’s insane!
Open the Border to Yemeni Refugees

In addition to profiting from the war by
selling weapons, Canada completely ignored

the
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positive step toward alleviating the suffering
of the Yemeni people. It comes from their
continuing resistance for over seven years
against the U.S.-backed Saudi-led war on
their country.

For this ceasefire to lead to lasting peace in
Yemen, the Saudi-led coalition must fully and
permanently open all ports and airports in
Yemen to facilitate the entry of much-needed
humanitarian aid to the country. All foreign
troops and mercenaries must be out of Yemen,
and Yemen’s sovereignty must be respected.
Any real solution needs to include all Yemeni
voices without foreign intervention or
coercion. The Yemeni people suffered enough
under this brutal war; they deserve to freely
determine their country’s future.
As for peace-loving people across the U.S.
and Canada, we need to continue to hold our
respective governments accountable for their
complicity in the war in Yemen. For a real,
lasting peace in Yemen, we must multiply our
efforts against the Saudi-led war in Yemen. We
must continue to organize against this brutal
war and demand an end to all arms sales to
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. This is the urgent
time we act upon our human responsibility to
join the Yemeni people in fighting for peace,
freedom, and self-determination without
imperialist military interventions, occupation,
and aggression.
Let Yemen live!

Follow Azza on Twitter: @Azza_R14
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One-Year of Vigorous Fight Back!

UNITE HERE Local 40
Wo r ke r s L o c ke d O u t b y
Hilton
M e t r o t ow n

By Alison Bodine
Since the Covid-19 pandemic began to impact
Canada in March 2020, millions of workers
have lost their jobs and livelihoods. This was
not an inevitable outcome but rather the
result of mismanagement and neglect by the
government of Canada that put the interest of
corporations and profit above those of human
health and needs. For example, the antihuman policies of the government of Canada
in response to Covid-19 are exposed by the
slow rollout of vaccines and the refusal of the
government to deploy rapid testing to keep
people safe and contain the pandemic. There
has also been a stark inequality in the health
and safety services available to people across
Canada, significantly impacting Indigenous
peoples and people living in rural areas.
The Canada Emergency Response Benefit
(CERB), a federal program that has now
ended, amounted to only $500 a week. The
CERB was not available to all workers and
not enough to cover the rent/mortgages, food,
and transportation costs of many workers and
their families.
Workers in the restaurant and hospitality
industries and healthcare and childcare have
been the most severely impacted by the
Covid-19 pandemic. Working women in
Canada, predominately poor women, people
of colour, and immigrants, are the backbone
of these industries. Therefore, they have faced
the most challenges, including being forced to
work in unsafe conditions and suffering job
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losses. On top of this, women’s unpaid labour
increased, as women were often in charge of
caring for the health and well-being of their
families.

Stephanie Fung, UNITE HERE Local
40 Communications Organizer, explained
during an interview with Fire This Time
in August 2021, “The main demand is for

These are many reasons why the women-led
struggle of hotel workers at the Metrotown
Hilton in Burnaby, Metro Vancouver, Canada,
is such an important fight back! For one year,
the workers of UNITE HERE Local 40 have
been out on the picket lines, defending their
dignity and
labour rights
demanding
that Hilton
Metrotown
give
them
back
their
jobs.

Hilton Metrotown to bring their longterm women back to their jobs. As business
recovers, no one should lose their job just
because of a pandemic.

to negotiate twice but offering them lower
salaries and other losses to their benefits.

It is estimated that when the pandemic hit,
50,000 hotel workers in BC alone were laid

We want to return to our pre-Covid jobs
with the same wages,
benefits, and pension. No
one should get rid of women
in this way.”

To justify the firings and
the lockout, the hotel has
used the excuse of revenue
losses during the pandemic.
U N I T E
However, as discovered by
HERE Local
UNITE HERE, the Hilton
40 Workers
Metrotown hotel received
Locked Out
recovery grants from the
Alison Bodine from Fire This Time with
On
April Stephanie Fung from UNITE HERE Local 40 BC government. Despite
workers’ demands across
15,
2021,
the province, the grants are not tied to any
workers at the Hilton Metrotown Hotel in
guarantee that fired or laid-off workers will
Burnaby, BC, were locked out. This attack
get their jobs back. Instead, companies such
came just one day after the workers held a
as the owner of the Hilton Metrotown have
one-day strike to protest the firing of almost
taken advantage of anti-worker government
100 of their coworkers – most of whom were
policies to continue to rake in profits during
women. Since that day, the hotel has refused
the pandemic while workers face the brunt of
to negotiate with the UNITE HERE Local
the hardship.
40 workers in good faith, calling on them
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off. Mass firings of those same workers began
in the summer of 2020. When the tourism
industry picked up in 2021 and hotels began
hiring new staff, it was revealed that hotel
owners and management don’t care about
the workers who have kept their industry
running! Instead, they hired new ununionized workers with lower wages, no
pensions, and fewer rights, and temporary
staff with few labour protections.

out Hilton Hotel worker, told Fire This Time
in an interview in August 2021, “We are here

today to fight, to bring us back to our job,
the job we’ve been working so hard for, for
a long time. I’ve been here in the hotel for

OUR HERITAGE

Women Lead the Way in Struggle Against
the Lockout!

Since the lockout, there has been a picket
line every single day lining the sidewalk
outside of the Metrotown Hilton Hotel.
If you walk by any day, you might find
drumming or singing and locked-out hotel Azza Rojbi from Fire This Time with Liza
workers, mostly women from marginalized Secretaria, a locked out Hilton Hotel worker
communities and women of colour, talking
21 years and what the hotel has done to us
to each other and passersby. After one year
of being locked out, they are determined to
is just not acceptable. The pandemic should
continue their struggle and showing no signs
not be the reason to get rid of us, and we
of retreat.
are not giving up.”
On April 14, 2022, UNITE HERE Local 40
called a rally to draw attention to the oneyear anniversary of the continued lockout.
At this energetic and determined rally, over
400 people came together. Locked-out
hotel workers were joined by hundreds of
community members and representatives
from other unions and elected officials.
This action was one of many that have taken
place in support of the locked-out Hilton
Metrotown workers, including a rally in
August that had elected leadership of seven
public sector unions across BC and Canada,
who were all women, as speakers. There have
been solidarity rallies held at hotels across
Canada also owned by the South Korean firm
DSDL Co. Different sectors of the labour
movement have also called for a boycott of
DSDL Co.-owned hotels, including the BC
Federation of Labour. Workers at Lufthansa
Airlines have refused to cross the picket line
to stay at the hotel.
UNITE LOCAL 40 Workers Are Not
Backing Down!

Hilton Metrotown workers are not just
fighting back to save their jobs. They are out on
the picket lines every day to defend the rights
of all workers. As Liza Secretaria, a locked-

As Liza explained, “It was April 15 that

we were locked out. Since then, we’ve
been standing strong outside together; all
the women and workers have become so
close. It’s amazing. We become even more
of a family. And if someone is becoming
discouraged, we pull together, you know,
we have our strength together, we are one.
And women are strong to fight back!”

During the pandemic, major companies across
Canada continue to rack in massive profits
while laying off and firing millions of workers.
The women leaders of the Hilton Metrotown
hotel are showing all poor, working, and
oppressed people what it means to fight back!
We encourage our readers to support the
UNITE HERE Local 40 Hilton Metrotown
hotel workers and the continued struggle of
UNITE HERE Local 40 workers on strike at
the Pacific Gateway Hotel at the Vancouver
International Airport in Richmond, BC,
and the Pan Pacific Hotel in Vancouver,
BC. Find more about their struggle at
https://www.bcunequalwomen.org/
Follow the struggle of BC hotel workers on
Twitter: @UniteHere40
Follow Alison on Twitter: @Alisoncolette

Women leading the Locked-Out Hilton Hotel workers protest on August 5, 2021.

Clara Zetkin (1857-1933)
German Marxist theorist, leader, activist, and organizer
of the first International Women’s Day in 1911
"As far as the proletarian woman is concerned,
it is capitalism’s need to exploit and to search
incessantly for a cheap labor force that has
created the women’s question. It is for this
reason, too, that the proletarian woman has
become enmeshed in the mechanism of the
economic life of our period and has been driven
into the workshop and to the machines. She
went out into the economic life in order to
aid her husband in making a living, but the
capitalist mode of production transformed her
into on unfair competitor. She wanted to bring
prosperity to her family, but instead misery
descended upon it. The proletarian woman
obtained her own employment because she
wanted to create a more sunny and pleasant life
for her children, but instead she became almost
entirely separated from them.

She became an equal of the man as a worker; the
machine rendered muscular force superfluous
and everywhere women’s work showed the
same results in production as men’s work. And
since women constitute a cheap labor force
and above all a submissive one that only in the
rarest of cases dares to kick against the thorns
of capitalist exploitation, the capitalists multiply
the possibilities of women’s work in industry.
As a result of all this, the proletarian woman
has achieved her independence. But verily, the
price was very high and for the moment they
have gained very little. If during the Age of
the Family, a man had the right (just think of
the law of Electoral Bavaria!) to tame his wife
occasionally with a whip, capitalism is now
taming her with scorpions. In former times,
the rule of a man over his wife was ameliorated
by their personal relationship. Between an
employer and his worker, however, exists only a
cash nexus.
The proletarian woman has gained her economic
independence, but neither as a human being nor
as a woman or wife has she had the possibility
to develop her individuality. For her task as
a wife and a mother, there remain only the
breadcrumbs which the capitalist production
drops from the table."
Excerpt from Only in Conjunction With the
Proletarian Woman Will Socialism Be Victorious
(1896)
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TRUDEAU “EMISSIONS
“EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN”
PLAN”
IS A RECIPE FOR CLIMATE DISASTER!
On March 29, 2022, the Trudeau Liberal
government released the “2030 Emissions
Reduction Plan: Canada’s Next Steps to
Clean Air and a Strong Economy.” This
$9.1 billion plan claims to provide the
roadmap for Canada to achieve its 2030
emissions reductions targets and reach
net-zero emissions in 2050. Instead,
it is nothing but a pretty package that
hides more oil and gas extraction and
export. Trudeau is selling us electric cars
while continuing the business-as-usual
environmental destruction.
The Trudeau government would also
like us to forget that since the Rio de
Janeiro world climate conference in
1992, no government in Canada has
ever met a climate target. Although this
plan professes to provide the pathway to
meeting the targets for the first time, a
closer look reveals that it is nothing but
a sham. Trudeau’s “Emissions Reduction
Plan” enables:

More oil and gas to be produced in
Canada in 2050 than in 2019. A year ago,
the Cascade Institute released a report,
“Correcting Canada’s ‘one eye shut’ climate
policy,” which analyzed the Trudeau
government’s climate policy, on which
the emissions reduction plan is based. The
authors of the report found that “more oil
and gas is expected to be produced in 2050
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than in 2019—the oil and gas sector in
Canada will still be emitting some 200
megatons of CO2 [carbon dioxide, a
greenhouse gas] equivalent in 2050.”

Billions of dollars in government
handouts to highly polluting industries.
The Trudeau government’s plan has
included $50 billion in new tax credits
for carbon capture utilization and storage
(CCUS). The majority of carbon-captured
is used for “enhanced oil recovery,” –
meaning that this is yet another subsidy
that will increase fossil fuel production
in Canada. This is on top of the taxpayer
money that they already receive on a
regular basis. According to Environmental
Defence in 2020, the first year of the global
pandemic, when people in Canada were
suffering under an underfunded and under
supported healthcare system, the Liberal
government gave $18 billion in subsidies.
In 2021, the total was $8.6 billion. In
2021, oil and gas corporations, some
of the world’s wealthiest corporations,
made record profits. Just 100 of these
corporations are responsible for 70%
of global emissions and uncalculated
environmental destruction. So why is
Trudeau giving them billions in taxpayer
money?
Construction of the climate killing Trans
Mountain Expansion (TMX) pipeline.
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Top: The burned remains of the town of
Lytton, BC after being destroyed in a fire
in 2021. The 2021 summer fire season in
BC is one of the three worst on record.
Bottom: Devastation from a forest fire in
Napa County, California, 2020.

It’s not just the subsidies, in 2018, Trudeau
spent $4.5 billion taxpayer dollars on
buying the existing Trans Mountain
pipeline and the Trans Mountain
Expansion project. Construction costs for
TMX are now estimated at least $21.4
billion to complete this disastrous pipeline,
Continued on page 10

"We Are Witnessing
the Weakening of the
U.S. Empire"
A special Fire This Time interview with Professor Luis
Acuña, Charge d’Affaires of the Venezuela Embassy in
Canada in Caracas, Venezuela following the November 21,
2021 Venezuelan municipal and state elections.
While in Venezuela as an international observer
during the regional elections in November
2021, Fire This Time Editorial Board member
Alison Bodine had the opportunity to interview
Professor Luis Acuña, the Charge d’Affaires of the
Venezuela Embassy in Canada. Professor Acuña
is the former Minister of Higher Education in
Venezuela under President Comandante Hugo
Chavez. From 2012-2017 Luis Acuña was the
elected governor of the state of Sucre in Venezuela.
He was also elected deputy of his state to the
National Assembly of Venezuela on three separate
occasions.
Fire This Time: Considering that this election
was a great victory for President Nicolas
Maduro’s government and the Bolivarian
Revolutionary process and a crushing defeat
for violent opposition and their imperialist
backers, what do you think the impact of the
election’s outcome would be for Venezuela as
a whole?

Professor Luis Acuña: The elections were a
very important victory for President Maduro,
for the PSUV [the United Socialist Party of
Venezuela], for the Bolivarian revolution,

but also a very important victory for all
Venezuelans.

The PSUV, led by President Maduro and
Diosdado Cabello, was able to win 20 of the
24 governors that were running, and about
210 of the 333 mayors. That’s a very, very
important victory. But it is also important that
we, supporters of the Bolivarian revolution,
were able to convince Venezuelans to force the
opposition to return to the democratic way of
doing politics. That’s a victory, not for just the
PSUV; that’s a victory for Venezuela. We have
been suffering in these last five years because
of the opposition’s methods against Maduro,
whether riots, violence, interim presidents,
or the Lima Group. We think that with
this election, we defeated all of that and are
returning to what should be the way we solve
our differences, the democratic way.
FTT: How do you think the election victory
will resonate in international public opinion
and imperialist countries? Do you believe
imperialists have backed off momentarily
and prefer to defeat revolution with more
sanctions and blockade, similar to what we

have seen toward Cuba by the U.S.?

Professor Acuña: Their purpose is the same.
I mean, they [imperialists] don’t change their
goal. They may change how they pursue
that goal. For us, although the opinion of
the observers who came may change their
methods; it won’t change the idea that they
have to overthrow Nicolas Maduro. They will
keep trying to do that.

The United States, the Empire, the European
Union, and Canada know that they have lost.
They have tried to overthrow Nicolas Maduro
with riots, with Guarimbas [violent right-wing
street barricades], with invasions, with, I mean,
naming a clown as an interim president. And
none of those were able to overthrow Nicolas
Maduro. But they will keep trying to get rid of
Nicolas Maduro, the President of Venezuela
because that’s the goal.
FTT: What is your analysis of recent
elections in Latin America that has brought
either progressive or leftist governments back
to power? Can we say we are witnessing a
mass popular surge against pro-imperialist
governments favoring democratic, anticorruption, and anti-poverty reforms?

Professor Acuña: Well, I think that we are
witnessing the weakening of the U.S. empire.
What is happening in those countries is
part of the weakening of the U.S. empire.
Historically, the U.S. Empire has done what it
wanted in Latin America regarding presidents.
They were able to get rid of Salvador Allende
[in Chile]. They were able to get rid of Evo
Morales [in Bolivia] very recently. They were
able to get rid of Lula da Silva [in Brazil].
However, the weakening of Bolsonaro [in
Brazil], in a way, is because of the weakening
of the U.S. empire. Because if the empire was
very, very strong, they would just do the same
thing they did in 1973 when they got rid of
Salvador Allende.

Professor Luis Acuña, Alison Bodine (Fire This Time), and Miriam Acuña in Caracas.
FIRE THIS TIME

FTT: In the last Summit of the Community
of Latin American and Caribbean States
(CELAC) on September 18 in Mexico, 31
countries of 35 countries of Latin America
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participated. Do you think that CELAC is
becoming more and more a challenge and an
alternative to OAS?

Professor Acuña: I hope that we keep
CELAC going. With CELAC, the countries
of Latin America and the Caribbean found a
means to get away from the influence of the
United States and make our own decisions.
So, I hope that CELAC returns to what it
was. I am sure that CELAC will come to life
again, also with UNASUR. CELAC contains
all the Caribbean countries, but UNASUR
[Union of South American Nations] has only
the South American countries. But they both
are very important organizations that don’t
allow the empire in.

have, in a way, allowed us to
manage through the sanctions.
With Iran, especially, we have
been able to exchange oil for
products that we need here.
That impact has been very, very
important for Venezuela.
FTT: Why do you think the
US government has kidnapped
Alex Saab?

Professor Acuña: Well, the
United States has imposed
sanctions on Venezuela, and
one person was able to bypass
those sanctions and buy food
and medicines for Venezuela.
Do you think that the U.S. is
FTT: In the last few years, the Venezuelan
going to forgive him for that?
government has taken a closer approach to
No, the U.S. will punish him
countries like China, Russia, and Iran. What
very, very hard, so no one else John Philpot, an International human rights lawyer and
has been the impact of these strategic alliances
follows his example. That’s the organizer with the Campaign to Free Alex Saab. and Alison
in Venezuela?
main thing. They try to scare Bodine, Coordinator of the Fire This Time Venezuela
Professor Acuña: The impact of our
people, so they don’t break the Solidarity Campaign in Caracas, Venezuela as elections
relationship with China, Russia, India,
laws that the U.S. decided to observers from Canada in November 2021.
and Iran has been very, very important for
impose on us. Alex Saab is an
strengthening the capacity of Venezuela and
the only thing that we cannot do is sign things
example of what you shouldn’t do. They are
for our survival through the last few years
that require the signature of a diplomat.
letting others know that if they break the law
of heavy sanctions. President Maduro has
of sanctions, they will punish you like they
FTT: What is your advice to us and all other
reinforced those relationships.
have punished Alex Saab. But that’s not a law.
progressive and revolutionary movements
Our relations with Cuba are very, very
That’s a unilateral decision of the empire.
in our efforts to build an effective solidarity
important, too. Cuba is an example of
movement with Venezuela, not only in the
FTT: What is the state of diplomatic relations
strength. The blockade that Cuba has suffered
U.S. and Canada but worldwide?
between Canada and Venezuela? Is this true
for 60 years is not an easy thing to understand.
that you are functioning in your diplomatic
Professor Luis Acuña: For us, you are very,
But we look to Cuba, and we say, if Cuba was
capacity from Venezuela?
very important. And we will do anything we
able to resist, we will resist too. And we are
can to keep you going and working and helping
Professor Acuña: Canada and the Bolivarian
doing our job resisting the pressure of the
us. Any time you speak about Venezuela, the
Republic of Venezuela, led by President
U.S., the pressure of the empire, the pressure
happiness of the Venezuelan people, the music
Nicolas Maduro, did not break diplomatic
of the European Union.
of Venezuela, and all the good things that we
relations. The diplomatic relations are alive.
The difference between us and Cuba is that
have here, we thank you. And any time you
The only decision was to lower the diplomatic
we have oil. Venezuela could easily solve our
talk about our struggle, our suffering under
relations to the level of Charge d’Affaires
difficulties because we have the ability to pay
the sanctions, our daily fight for liberty, for
instead of having ambassadors.
off any loan. The thing is that we can’t even sell
sovereignty, we also thank you.
We asked Canada for the renewal of the Visa
one drop of oil because of the sanctions. That’s
You are our voice abroad. Fire This Time, for
of the diplomat who is the Charge d’Affaires.
why we have to keep the relations with China,
example, is our voice in Canada, Vancouver,
But Canada did not answer. Canada said that
Cuba, Russia, India, and Iran, because they
and the world. That’s why we really thank all
the decision would be
the solidarity groups.
taken at the highest
level, but they didn’t
I want to say that I feel very, very happy that
say yes; they didn’t
you are here as an observer from Canada,
say no. So, at this
from the solidarity movement, from Fire This
moment, we are
Time, because I am sure that you will bring to
awaiting a decision
Canada the experiences you have lived here,
from Canada.
and nobody told you, you saw it for yourself.
I am running the
I heard the opinion of many of the observers,
Embassy
from
and I feel glad that Venezuela has an electoral
Venezuela. We have
system that is a good system. We can guarantee
local personnel in the
that the people who won the elections were
Embassy that we pay
the ones who were elected and that we have
a salary every month;
one person, one vote. The audits that we make
we pay all the services
are so many. That makes our system a very
for the Embassy,
good system that I hope other countries can
electricity,
gas,
learn from.
security, everything
FTT: Thank you very much for your time.
has been paid. The
Embassy is open; the
In Caracas, Venezuela voters gather to cast their ballots for the Embassy is working;
Venezuelan municipal and state elections on November 21, 2021.
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Follow Alison on Twitter: @Alisoncolette



US/Canada Hands Off
Venezuela!



By Alison Bodine
The
inhuman
unilateral
economic,
financial, and commercial sanctions against
Venezuela imposed by the United States,
Canada, England, the European Union,
and Switzerland have cost the economy of
Venezuela more than $258 billion, between
2016 and 2020 alone.

In a recent report to the United Nations
Human Rights Council (UNHRC), UN
Special Rapporteur Alena Douhan describes,
“Venezuela faces a lack of necessary machinery,
spare parts, electricity, water, fuel, gas, food,
and medicine. Venezuelan assets frozen in
the US, the UK, and the EU banks amount
to US$6 billion.” She further recommends
that “sanctions, which were mostly imposed in
the name of human rights, democracy and the
rule of law, be lifted as they undermine these
very principles, values, and norms.”
Meanwhile, the United States government
and its allies have shown no signs that they
will take steps to alleviate the suffering that the
blockade has caused. Just the opposite. Since
taking office in early 2021, U.S. Secretary of
State, Antony Blinken, has doubled down
on U.S. sanctions and attacks on Venezuela.

The Biden administration has continued to
recognize the U.S.-puppet Juan Guaidó as
the “interim President” and stated that “the
United States is in no rush to lift sanctions.”

The government of Canada is complicit
in the U.S. campaign to overthrow the
democratically elected government of
President Nicolás Maduro. Canada has also
given no indications that they are planning on
alleviating the sanctions or ending meddling
in the internal affairs of Venezuela.

The criminality and brutality of the United
States and its allies against Venezuela are also
exposed in the case of Venezuelan diplomat
Alex Saab. On June 12, 2020, Alex Saab
was arrested and held in Cape Verde under
orders from the U.S. government while en
route to Iran to negotiate shipments of fuel
and humanitarian supplies for Venezuela. On
October 16, 2021, Alex Saab was abruptly
kidnapped and flown to the U.S. without the
knowledge of his family or legal team. He
is now in jail awaiting trial on trumped up
money laundering charges in Miami.
One-Year of Cross-Canada Online Pickets
Demanding US/Canada Hands Off
Venezuela!

In March 2021, Venezuela
solidarity groups and
individuals began united
monthly online actions
demanding “US/Canada
Hands Off Venezuela!”
and “End the Sanctions
on Venezuela,” based
on the initiative of
the Venezuela Peace
Committee – Winnipeg
and supported by the Fire
This Time Movement for
Social Justice Venezuela
Solidarity
Campaign,
alongside other Venezuela
solidarity groups and
individuals across Canada
and Quebec. Since then,
the dynamic online actions
have brought together
hundreds of people from
across Canada, the United
States, and many other
countries to stand against
brutal sanctions being
imposed on Venezuela.
Each month, the online
action opens with a
panel featuring activists,
organizers, and progressive
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intellectuals from different countries who
each present their perspective on the necessity
to end the sanctions and attacks on Venezuela.
Then, there is time in the program for
greetings from the antiwar, social justice, and
Venezuela solidarity groups across Canada
who are participating in building the online
actions and organizing in defense of the selfdetermination of the people of Venezuela.
The monthly actions are broadcast from
Vancouver, with the support of organizers
with the Fire This Time Movement for Social
Justice Venezuela Solidarity Campaign in
Vancouver.

Over the past 12 months, a broad range of
panelists have joined the online actions. This
has included diverse voices from across Canada:
Radhika Desai, Professor at the University
of Manitoba, Winnipeg; Maria Paez Victor,
Louis Riel Bolivarian Circle of Toronto;
Alison Bodine, Coordinator of the Fire This
Time Venezuela Solidarity Campaign; Nino
Pagliccia, Hugo Chavez Peoples’ Defense
Front - Southwest Chapter; Alan Freeman,
research affiliate of the University of
Manitoba’s Geopolitical Economy Research
Group (GERG); Arnold August author,
lecturer, and journalist; Claudia Chauffan,
professor at York University, Toronto; Don
Foreman, Canadian Union of Postal Workers
(CUPW); Dimitri Lascaris, lawyer, journalist
and activist; Yves Engler, author, foreign
policy analyst, and activist; Bianca Mugyenyi,
Director of the Canadian Foreign Policy
Institute, Tamara Lorincz, Canadian Voice of
Women for Peace; John Philpot, international
human rights lawyer based in Montreal,
Quebec; Margaret Villamizar, Secretary for
International Relations of the Communist
Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist); Henry
Heller, Professor of History at the University
of Winnipeg, Manitoba, and member of the
Communist Party of Canada; Raul Burbano,
Program Director for Common Frontiers; Joe
Emersberger, Co-Author of “Extraordinary
Threat: The US Empire, the Media and
Twenty Years of Coup Attempts in Venezuela”
(2021, Monthly Review); and Azza Rojbi and
Mike Larson of the Fire This Time Venezuela
Solidarity Campaign, who had just returned
from Venezuela where they participated
as the only delegates from Canada to the
Bicentennial Congress of the Peoples.
Participants in the actions have also heard
about the important work taking place in
the United States and internationally against
the blockade on Venezuela. From the United
States, speakers have included Leonardo
Continued on page 21
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Continued from page 6

which will triple the amount of dirty tarsands oil being transported from Alberta
to BC. On top of violating the rights of
the Indigenous peoples whose land the
pipeline crosses and destroying fragile
ecosystems, the TMX pipeline will have
a greenhouse gas footprint equivalent to
over 84 million tonnes of carbon dioxide
annually, when accounting for emissions
from extraction, production and the
burning of the fuel.
This destructive plan also doesn’t prevent
the government from investing in or
approving further climate disasters, just to
name a few:

• On March 29, the government of
Canada announced that it was entering
into negotiations with the United States
government and Lockheed Martin for
the $19 billion purchase of 88 F-35
fighter jets. The only purpose of these
killing machines is to destroy humans
and nature. They also consume gigantic
amounts of highly specialized jet fuel
and emit greenhouse gases directly
into the higher layers of the earth’s
atmosphere.

• In April, the office of the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change is
expected to announce their decision
about the Bay du Nord offshore oil
drilling project in Newfoundland and
Labrador. This project, if approved,
could extract up to 200,000 barrels
a day and emit 30 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide each year. What terrible
hypocrisy it would be to approve this
project only days after announcing an
“emissions reduction plan.”
• Fracked gas projects such as the Coastal

GasLink (CGL) pipeline in British
Columbia will also continue. CGL is
part of the LNG Canada “carbon bomb”
project, which has an annual greenhouse
gas footprint equivalent to more than
50 million tons of carbon dioxide just
in Phase 1. To add insult to injury, if
completed, the CGL pipeline would
run through the unceded territory
of numerous Indigenous nations,
including the Wet’suwet’en – whose
hereditary chiefs have made it clear they
oppose the project.

• Canada already has a disproportionate
and unsustainable impact on global
climate change, and the “emissions
reduction plan” will not change this
equation:
• Canada has the highest per capita
emissions of the G20 countries.

• Since the 2015 international Paris
Climate Agreement, Canada is the only
G7 country where emissions have risen.
• Between 2018 and 2020, Canada
provided more public financing to oil
and gas companies than any other G20
country.

• The Climate Action Tracker ranks
Canada’s climate policies, legislation,
and government action as “highly
insufficient.” They state, “If fully
implemented, Canada’s current policies
are not enough to achieve this target
and are only in line with 4°C warmings.
Canada is also not meeting its fair-share
contributions to climate change and in
addition to strengthening its targets and
policies also needs to provide additional
support to others.” According to a
majority of the world’s climate scientists,
4°C is a death sentence for the majority

Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
announces "2030 Emissions Reduction
Plan: Canada's Next Steps for Clean Air
and a Strong Economy," March 29, 2022.

of the world’s population.

Protecting mother earth and preventing
the most harmful impacts of catastrophic
climate change is not just about reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. Environmental
degradation is also brought on by
increasing pollution, contamination,
loss of species, biodiversity, and valuable
ecosystems, and all destructive and
unnecessary resource extraction, including
logging and mining.
People in Canada and around the world
do not need a $9.1 billion “emissions
reduction plan” of smoke and mirrors.
We demand that the government of
Canada stop lining the pockets of oil
and gas corporations and stop giving
them the green light to expand their
production. Anything else is a sham! We
have had enough of the Trudeau Liberal
government’s lies!

Government inaction to confront the
climate crisis is a call to join the struggle
in defense of Mother Earth and in defense
of Indigenous rights. Living in British
Columbia this means joining together
in educating, organizing, and mobilizing
against the TMX and CGL pipelines,
stopping the Site-C Dam and defending
the old-growth forest.
We must unite to fight against
environmental destruction in all its forms,
understanding that they are symptoms
of the rotten capitalist system which
prioritizes corporate profits over the needs
of people and the planet.

Climate Convergence organizers joined "Stop TMX Pipeline" rally organized by TsleilWaututh Nation Sacred Trust in Vancouver, April 9, 2022.
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System change, not climate change!
Climate
Convergence
Statement
April 3, 2022
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By Alison Bodine
The urgency of organizing to stop the TMX
and CGL pipelines and strengthen the
international fight for climate justice became
urgent with the new report from the United
Nations Inter-governmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) on February 28, 2022. The
6th report, which represents the consensus of
the world’s best climate scientists, warns that
the window for urgent action to avoid climate
catastrophe is “closing fast.”

Despite this dire warning, the Liberal
government of Prime Minister Trudeau
pushes ahead with the climate destroying
Trans Mountain Expansion (TMX) pipeline.
It even plans to further expand oil and gas
production in Canada, approving the Bay
du Nord offshore oil-drilling project in
Newfoundland and Labrador in April 2022.
In Western Canada, the BC government
presses for the continued construction of the
Coastal GasLink (CGL) pipeline. At the same
time, Wet’suwet’en land defenders and allies
continue to face violence and persecution as
they defend their traditional territories.
In response to this growing urgency, Climate
Convergence, a grassroots climate justice
organization in Metro Vancouver, organized
and supported actions for climate justice on
the streets and online.
Taking Action for Climate Justice

On February 28 and March 9, Climate
Convergence called for banner actions with
the demands “Stop TMX!” “No CGL!”
“Drop All Charges Against Land Defenders!”
Despite the rain and chilly weather, there was
a great turnout at both actions, one at the busy
22nd Street highway overpass and the other
at the intersection of the Lougheed Highway
and Willingdon in Burnaby.
As part of the “People Not Profit” Global
Climate Strike called for by the international
youth-led climate justice organization Fridays
for Future, the Sustainabiliteens and Climate
Justice UBC called for a rally on March 25.
Climate Convergence supported the action
and was asked to help marshal and chant.
Over 200 people, a majority youth, marched
together through the streets of Vancouver
from the Art Gallery to the RBC bank
branch at Georgia and Burrard, holding signs
demanding “System Change Not Climate
Change” and “Stop TMX!”
Mobilizing for climate justice on the streets

The 6 th Report of the United Nations
Inter-governmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC)

of
Vancouver
continued with
a
determined
and
energetic
rally against the
TMX pipeline
organized by the
Tsleil-Waututh
Nation’s Sacred
Trust Initiative
on April
9 at the

se of
n
e
f
e
In d Earth
r
Mothe

Vancouver
Art Gallery.
Hundreds
of
people
from
many
different walks
of life united
in
demanding
to Stop the
TMX Pipeline!
Participants
From top left: Climate Convergence Trans Mountain Expansion
heard from a
pipeline (TMX) Out Now buttons; Banner drop against TMX
dynamic
lineFebruary 28, 2022; Global Climate Strike in Vancouver, March 25,
2022.
up of speakers,
including
Committee.
l e a d i n g
environmentalist David Suzuki, Mi’kmaw
The event was co-organized by Vancouver
lawyer Pam Palmater, Wet’suwet’en Hereditary
Communities in Solidarity with Cuba
Chief Na’moks, former Mohawk Grand
(VCSC), Friends of Cuba Against the US
Chief Serge Simon, Grand Chief Stewart
Blockade – Vancouver, the Seattle/Cuba
Phillip and & Joan Phillip from the Union of
Friendship Committee, Stories of the Salish
BC Indian Chiefs, and Rueben George of the
Seas, and Climate Convergence.
Tsleil-Waututh Nation. Climate Convergence
Get Involved in the Struggle for Climate
supported the action, bringing banners, signs,
Justice!
and “TMX Out Now!” buttons to share with
everyone gathered at the rally.
As we enter the Spring in Vancouver,
Climate Convergence will continue working
Cuba and the Fight Against the Climate
together with other grassroots organizations
Crisis
on campaigns to stop the TMX and CGL
Climate Convergence was also a copipelines, fight against the Site-C Dam, and
sponsor of the April 8 online Vancouver
support Indigenous Land Defenders and
film premiere of “Tarea Vida: Cuba’s Life
climate activists that are facing unjust charges
Task Combating Climate Change.” Over
for their peaceful actions to defend mother
150 people participated live in the dynamic
earth. At twice a month online organizing
webinar, which examined Cuba’s unique
meetings, we discuss building support for
approach to combating the climate crisis.
local and international climate justice actions
Speakers at the webinar included the director
and plan for our future events, including
of the film, Dr. Helen Yaffe, a Senior Lecturer
upcoming webinars, banner actions, rallies,
in Economic and Social History at the
marches, and more. For information on the
University of Glasgow and a Visiting Fellow
meetings, photos, and videos of past events,
at the Latin America and Caribbean Centre
and to get involved in Climate Convergence,
at the London School of Economics. Also
visit www.climateconvergence.ca, on Twitter:
speaking were Kelly White, Coast Salish
@climate604 and Instagram and Facebook:
Elder, Alison Bodine, Central organizer with
@climateconvergence.
Climate Convergence Metro Vancouver, and
Chris Pforr of the Seattle/Cuba Friendship
Follow Alison on Twitter: @Alisoncolette
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INTERNATIONAL US-CUBA NORMALIZATION CONFERENCE
A GREAT SUCCESS FOR CUBA SOLIDARITY!

By Tamara Hansen

The International Hybrid U.S.-Cuba
Normalization Conference was hosted
at the People’s Forum in New York City
March 19-20, 2022. The conference
called for an end to the unjust and illegal
U.S. blockade on Cuba. It featured
many dynamic guests, including a
delegation from the Cuban Federation
of Women (FMC); diplomats from
Cuba’s permanent mission to the United
Nations; Cuban-American Carlos Lazo,
leader of Bridges of Love; and Chris
Smalls, the central organizer of the
Amazon Labour Union.

The program included panels on many
burning issues including: “Cuban
Women on the Frontline: Advancing
Women’s Human Rights and Cuba’s
Families Code;” “Gender Equality – Key
to Tackling Climate Change for Cuba;”
“Tarea Vida: Cuba’s Fight Against
Climate Change and for Environmental
Sustainability;” and “Cuba & the Battle
of Ideas - Our Tasks & Perspectives
Towards Ending the Unjust U.S.
Blockade.” The program also included
powerful documentary films, amazing
live music, and heart-felt poetry.
This conference was over two years in the
making, as it had to be postponed and
restructured due to the Covid-19 global
pandemic. U.S.-Cuba Normalization
Conference Committee brought together
organizers from the National Network
on Cuba (U.S.), Canadian Network on
Cuba, Table de Concertation de Solidarite
Quebec-Cuba, Code Pink, Puentes de
Amor, the People’s Forum, New York /
New Jersey Cuba Si Coalition, Fire This
Time Movement for Social Justice and
dozens of other organizations for a truly
international event.
If you are feeling like you missed out, it is
not too late! The full conference program
is still available online. Scan the QR code
below to enjoy the event.
Scan the QR
code to
watch the full
conference:
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Group photo left to right:
Erin Feely-Nahem (NY/NJ
Cuba Si Coalition), Alison
Bodine (Fire This Time),
Ambassador Yuri Gala
López (Deputy Permanent
Representative of Cuba to
the UN), Ambassador Pedro
Luis Pedroso (Permanent
Representative of Cuba to the
UN), Teresa Boue (Secretary
General of the Cuban
Women's Federation) and
Tamara Hansen (coordinator,
Vancouver Communities in
Solidarity with Cuba)
Opposite page top Conference speakers
left to right: Carlos Lazo
(Puentes de Amor), Tamara
Hansen (coordinator,
Vancouver Communities
in Solidarity with Cuba),
Alison Bodine (Fire This
Time), Ambassador Pedro
Luis Pedroso (Permanent
Representative of Cuba to
the UN).
Left: Conference attendees
at the People's Forum in
New York City

SUPPORT IN THE US TO END THE BLOCKADE
A call for the lifting of the criminal blockade
against Cuba was made by the United
States-Cuba International Normalization
Conference, which met in New York, with
representatives of solidarity organizations
with the Island, labor movements and
participants from the United States,
Canada, Colombia and South Africa.
The meeting promoted actions of concerted
solidarity and projection of work to
condemn the sanctions against the Cuban
Revolution, mainly those that intensify the
economic, commercial and financial siege,
such as the more than 243 measures under
the mandate of President Donald Trump
and that his successor Joe Biden maintains.
Messages from organizations from several
countries arrived at the event demanding
the cessation of hostilities against Cuba,
and social networks were activated with
greetings to the event.
At its inauguration, the permanent
representative of Cuba to the UN, Pedro
Luis Pedroso, thanked the countless displays

Volume 16 Issue 3-4 March - April 2022

of sensitivity and humanism towards the
Cuban people. He invited the attendees
to exchange on the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic, climate change
and the advancement of women.
Teresa Amarelle Boué, member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist Party
and general secretary of the Federation of
Cuban Women, as well as other members
of that organization, intervened in the
panel on issues of the advancement of
women and gender parity. There he was
updated on the analysis process of the
new Family Code in all the communities
of Cuba and the National Program for
the Advancement of Women.
The participants praised the information
received and commented on the history
of successive attacks by the White House
tenants against the Cuban family, with
which they have sought to overthrow the
Revolution.
Reprinted from Granma International

Cuba Yes, Blockade No: The Message that Animates US-Cuba Conference
The phrase Cuba si, Bloqueo no,
brought the International US-Cuba
Normalization Conference to life. This
conference, which concluded today in
this city, was another universal effort to
put an end to the illegal policies of the
White House.
In an expression of international
solidarity with Cuba, different panels
addressed specific issues of the island’s
reality, among them the new Family
Code, as the Prensa Latina news agency
reported from New York.

Forming a united front of solidarity
organizations and people of good will,
including Puentes de Amor, together
with Americans, Canadians and groups
from other countries that demand an
end to the criminal policy against the
Cuban people, was a central focus of the
participants.
According to Carlos Lazo, in statements
to Prensa Latina, different groups from
the United States and Canada will talk
about their current and future work to
demand an end to the blockade.

This meeting is happening at the
headquarters of the solidarity organization
The People’s Forum, in Manhattan, New
York. More than 150 people attended in
person, while hundreds of activists from
other countries joined virtually through
online platforms.

This Sunday will be the closing of the
solidarity event, which among other
topics, will address “Cuba and the Battle
of Ideas – Our Tasks and Perspectives to
End the Unjust US Blockade”.
Among the speakers will be Tamara
Hansen, executive member of the
Canadian Network on Cuba and
Coordinator of Vancouver Communities
in Solidarity with Cuba (VCSC) who
will speak on “Building Cross-Border
Solidarity with Cuba”.

Lazo will also participate and will review
the monthly caravan movement against
the blockade. Other groups will speak on
the Battle of Ideas: Countering the lies
and propaganda against Cuba.

According to its members, the
International US-Cuba Normalization
Conference Coalition is a broad-based
united effort to work against US sanctions
and aggression against Cuba on all fronts.

Working to build ties and a better
understanding between the United States
and Cuba and for the normalization
of relations, is the message of the
participants in this event that brought
together dozens of organizations from
across North America and around the
world.
Reprinted from MINREX-PL

CUBA STARTS PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON
NEW FAMILY CODE
Legislation amends 1976 text to expand the rights of the
LGBTQIA community and may come into effect from April.
On Tuesday February 1, Cuba started the
process of popular consultation on its new
Family Code, which changes the concept
of the family nucleus and expands rights
to the LGBTQIA community. Around 7
million Cubans will be able to give their
opinion on the text in more than 78,000
consultation posts located throughout the
island.

The document brings together 483
articles, which include the protection of
the right of all people to form a family
without discrimination; updates the legalfamily institutions, breaking with the
heteronormative model; establishes the
right to a family life free from violence;
values 
love, affection, solidarity and
responsibility.

For the task, 1,428 electoral inspectors The current code was written in 1976 and
and 27,891 employees were appointed to was one of the only aspects not addressed
ensure the transparency of the process.
by the 2019 Constitutional Reform.

23 versions of the new code have been In addition to endorsing the current
presented during three months of debate drafting of the Code, Cubans can also
in 2021. It must now be reviewed by the suggest changes to the legislation.
Cuban population by April 30.
Only after April 30 does the
text undergo a new evaluation
International Days Against
Homophobia and Transphobia in Havana, Cuba
by the Assembly of Popular
Power, which will approve the
new version of the text with
suggestions from the public
consultation. After that, this new
formulation goes to the popular
referendum.

Reprinted from Peoples Dispatch,
original article in Portuguese from
Brasil de Fato.
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The Working Class & the Present Crisis in Ukraine
As this statement is being written, Russia
has attacked Ukraine, bombing military
installations, airports and other targets.
There have been casualties, both dead and
wounded.
Russia says it is carrying out these actions
because Western political leaders have
dismissed out of hand what it considers
its legitimate security concerns. As for
the U.S. and Canadian public, we‘re just
supposed to go along with the official
Washington and Ottawa line or else
risk being labeled Russian dupes. As a
result, we forget about weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq (2003), the Gulf of
Tonkin “incident” in Vietnam (1964),
nonexistent threats to U.S. medical
students in Grenada (1983) and dozens
of other excuses for U.S. wars that later
turned out to be lies.
Since 2016, the Virginia Defenders for
Freedom, Justice & Equality, the Odessa
Solidarity Campaign and the Fire This
Time Movement for Social Justice have
been supporting the anti-fascist people
of Odessa, Ukraine. We know that it’s
impossible to understand the present
crisis without first examining the events
and processes that led up to it, especially
the steady eastward expansion of NATO
to the very borders of Russia and the
violent, right-wing Ukrainian coup of
February 2014.
NATO: An existential threat to Russia

The 30-member North Atlantic Treaty
Organization was founded in 1949 as a
military alliance directed at the Soviet
Union, which had been an ally in World
War II but was now viewed as a mortal
enemy. NATO started with 12 members:
the United States, Canada and 10
countries in Western Europe. The Soviet
Union collapsed in 1991, but instead
of disbanding, NATO expanded —
eastward, toward Russia. Since then, all
new NATO members have been former
Soviet republics or parts of the former
socialist Yugoslavia.
Today, two of the six countries actually
bordering Russia’s western flank —
Latvia and Estonia — are members of
NATO. Ukraine, with its 1,200-mile
land border with Russia, has declared its
intention to join, and NATO says it wants
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it as a member.
Meanwhile,
Ukraine operates
as a member in all
but name. The U.S.
trains its military
and,
with
the
United Kingdom,
supplies its military.
Every year, NATO
members conduct
massive
joint
air, land and sea
exercises with the
Ukrainian military,
including in the
Black Sea, which
Ukraine shares with
Russia.
And here it’s worth
noting that, while
Russia has nuclear
parity with the
West, its annual
military budget is
just 11 percent of
that of the United
States and just 8
percent of that of all
30 NATO countries
combined.

Back in October of 1962, the U.S. almost
went to war with the Soviet Union over
the placement of nuclear-armed missiles
in Cuba. How would Washington react
today if Russia had built a military
alliance of South and Central American
and Caribbean countries and was now
recruiting Mexico, while carrying out
joint military exercises on the Texas
border and in the Gulf of Mexico? Just
to ask the question is to answer it, so it
should be no great surprise that Russia
would view Ukraine joining NATO
as completely unacceptable — as an
existential threat.
The 2014 coup

Virtually all Western media say the
present crisis began in 2014 with a
Russian invasion of Crimea and support
for breakaway entities in the Donbass
region of eastern Ukraine. Rarely does the
media mention the violent, right-wing
coup of February 2014, which preceded
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and led to the developments in Crimea
and Donbass.

In 2013, anti-corruption protests
broke out in Ukraine’s capital, Kiev,
against President Viktor Yanukovych,
who favored closer economic ties with
Russia, Ukraine’s traditional major
trading partner. He was replaced by a
president who favored closer ties with
the much wealthier European Union.
What began as peaceful, even celebratory
protests were taken over by openly fascist
organizations that model themselves
after the nationalistic militias that sided
with the occupying Nazi forces in World
War II. The memory of that war runs
deep in both Russia and Ukraine and
colors much of the current conflict.
About 17 percent of Ukraine’s people
are ethnic Russian and about 30 percent
speak Russian as their first language.
And yet, one of the first acts of the
new government was to ban the use of
Russian as an official state language.
Memorials for Soviet war heroes were

torn down and replaced by memorials
honoring Ukrainian fascists. Neo-Nazi
militias marched in the streets of major
Ukrainian cities — when they weren’t
attacking the camps of Roma people.
And on May 2, 2014, at least 42 antifascists were murdered when a fascistled mob set fire to the House of Trade
Unions in Odessa.
Crimea, a peninsula on Ukraine’s
southern coast, had been part of the
Soviet Republic of Russia until 1954,
when it was administratively transferred
to Soviet Ukraine. Before that, it had
been part of Czarist Russia since 1783.
The
predominantly
ethnic-Russian
peninsula, fearing domination by an antiRussian, fascist-tolerant government,
declared its independence from Ukraine,
held a referendum and voted to rejoin
Russia. Russia, which feared losing access
to Sevastopol, a strategically important
seaport and one of the only warm water
ports available to it in the Black Sea,
agreed.
Meanwhile, in predominantly ethnicRussian Donbass, popular organizations
declared their independence from
Ukraine. Ukraine reacted with an
attempt to militarily retake the region
and the resulting conflict has led to the
loss of some 14,000 lives. In recent weeks,
Russia has charged that the Ukrainian
military was building up its forces near
Donbass and increasingly carrying
out attacks against what are called the
Donetsk People’s Republic and the
Luhansk People’s Republic.
Viewed in their historical context, Russia’s
annexation of Crimea and its backing of
the separatists in Donbass look less like a
land grab than actions taken out of deep
concern about the rightward direction of
Ukraine’s new Western-backed, NATOfriendly government.
Russia attacks

Washington views Russia as an obstacle
to its ability to dominate the world for
the benefit of U.S. corporations. It doesn’t
want to go to war with a nuclear-armed
Russia, but it does want to weaken it and
make it economically dependent on the
West. Instead of an economic competitor,
Russia would then be reduced to a supplier
of raw materials and cheap labor and a
captive market for Western goods. This
is exactly what has happened to Poland,
Hungary and other countries in Eastern
Europe, and is exactly the neo-colonial

relationship the U.S. and Western Europe
have imposed on countries in Asia, Africa
and Latin America.

Our analysis is that President Putin
believes that Russia was looking at
an unfolding U.S./NATO strategy to
encircle it militarily and find an excuse
to strangle it economically by imposing
devastating sanctions. There is precedent
for this belief: the U.S. and NATO
employed this same strategy against the
former Soviet Union. And remember,
Russia was invaded by Nazi Germany
in World War II, at a cost of 20 million
Soviet lives. That experience certainly
influences how it views an increasingly
powerful, threatening NATO. So instead
of waiting for the current process to play
out, Putin evidently decided to act now
and bring the entire matter to a head,
betting that the U.S and NATO would
not attack a nuclear-armed country
and that it could survive the resulting
sanctions.
Whether or not Russia should have
carried out its attacks can be debated
for its morality, legality and wisdom,
but Russia clearly sees the attacks as a
pre-emptive strike necessary for its own
survival.
No to war, sanctions & NATO!

What position should progressives take
in the United States and Canada?

Working people and communities of
color have nothing to gain from the U.S.
and Canada intervening in this conflict.
And we have a lot to lose from the U.S.,
European Union and Canada imposing
devastating sanctions on Russia. Oil
FIRE THIS TIME

and gas prices would go higher than
they already are, leading to warp-speed
inflation as the price of transporting
goods skyrockets.

Then there are the billions of our U.S.
and Canadian tax dollars already spent
in military “assistance” to Ukraine, the
cost of the continued stationing of
90,000 U.S. troops and 1,500 Canadian
troops in Europe — 77 years after the
Second World War — and massive
amounts spent to support so-called “prodemocracy” organizations in Ukraine.
The only correct thing to do in this
situation is to demand the U.S. and
Canada stay completely out of the
conflict. We say:
No to War with Russia! No to Sanctions!
No to NATO! No to the Wars at Home
& Abroad!
Statment Issued jointly on February 28, 2022 by:
Virginia Defenders for Freedom, Justice &
Equality
DefendersFJE.blogspot.com
Odessa Solidarity Campaign
OdessaSolidarityCampaign.org

The Fire This Time Movement for Social Justice
firethistime.net
Endorsed by:

The Canada Files
thecanadafiles.com

The Hamilton Coalition To Stop The War
hamiltoncoalitiontostopthewar.ca

The forthcoming issues of Fire This
Time will include a series of articles
by Ali Yerevani on the RussiaUkraine Crisis
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Why are the U.S. and Canada attacking

Nicaragua’s democratic election?
By Alison Bodine

January 2022 was an important month for
the people of Nicaragua. It tested their
commitment to defending their sovereignty
and self-determination in the face of
increasingly brutal U.S.-led sanctions and
aggression.

international accompaniers and more than
40 independent international journalists to
observe the elections. Together, we visited
10 of the 15 states in Nicaragua and over
60 voting centres.
There are many remarkable aspects to
voting day in Nicaragua, including young
people’s active presence and participation

On January 10, Daniel
Ortega and Rosario Murillo,
of the Sandinista National
Liberation Front (FSLN),
began their newest terms
respectively as the president
and
vice-president
of
Nicaragua. The National
Assembly of Nicaragua,
where 75 of the 90
parliamentarians are from
the FSLN, was sworn into
office on January 9.

also demanded that the internal affairs of
Nicaragua be left to Nicaraguans to decide.

Their decision on that day was loud and
clear. Regardless of the desire and effort of
the governments of the U.S. and Canada to
delegitimize the election, the government,
President Daniel Ortega, and the people of
Nicaragua say otherwise. The November 7
election was a landslide victory
for President Ortega and the
Sandinista government. With
a voter turnout of 65%, the
FSLN won over 75% of the
votes in the elections for the
Presidency,
Vice-Presidency,
National Assembly, and the
Central American Parliament.
Nicaragua Under U.S. and
Canadian Sanctions

Just three days after the
election, U.S. President Biden
signed into law the most brutal
It is no coincidence that, also
sanctions against Nicaragua
on January 10, the United
to date, the RENACER act
States and the European
(“Reinforcing
Nicaragua’s
Union announced increasing
Adherence to Conditions for
sanctions on this newly
Electoral Reform Act of 2021”).
re-elected government in Nicaraguan Election Official explains voting process, November
Part of this legislation, which
Nicaragua. These were the 7, 2021.
received bipartisan support from
latest in a series of cruel
Democrats and Republicans in
measures imposed by the United States,
the Congress, calls on the U.S. government
as polling station organizers, elections
Britain, the EU, and Canada.
to “pursue closer coordination with Canada
workers, and scrutineers representing
The re-election of President Ortega and
and the EU on diplomatic efforts and
various political parties. In Nicaragua, the
Vice President Murillo for another term, voting age is 16 years. We saw many young
targeted sanctions to promote free, fair, and
and the continuation of the FSLN majority
people come with their families or friends, transparent elections.”
in the National Assembly, are significant
exercising their right to vote.
Canada has no disagreements with this
victories for the people of Nicaragua.
closer coordination. The Trudeau-Liberal
Also
important
to
the
election
day
was
the
They voted to continue their support for a
government stands firmly beside the
many
ways
that
the
people
of
Nicaragua
government with an agenda that prioritizes
U.S. in its sanctions regime against the
expressed
to
us
their
commitment
to
housing, healthcare, and education.
people of Nicaragua. In the last three
defending their electoral process and
In the face of escalating U.S.-led imperialist
years, the government of Canada has also
democracy. From people waiting in line
attacks on Nicaragua, the re-election
imposed three rounds of sanctions against
to vote, to people gathered on the streets
of President Ortega and the Sandinista
Nicaragua, while at the same time joining
celebrating the voting day, Nicaraguans
government was also a vigorous defense
with the United States in interfering in
of all ages and backgrounds were eager
of Nicaragua’s sovereignty and selfNicaragua’s internal affairs.
to share with our international delegation
determination. This sentiment was echoed
their strong opposition to U.S. meddling
Moreover, on November 8, 2021, Melanie
throughout the streets of Nicaragua, during
in their internal affairs. This sentiment was
Joly, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
peaceful and well-organized elections held
shared by many, not just members of the
stated, “Nicaragua’s November 7 elections
on November 7, 2021.
FSLN political party.
do not reflect the will of the Nicaraguan
November 7, 2021, Elections in Nicaragua
people.” Subsequently, on November
Despite being portrayed as an uncontested
- An Eyewitness Account
15, Global Affairs Canada announced
election by the mainstream media in the
additional sanctions against Nicaragua,
U.S. and Canada, there were five opposition
As one of two representatives from the
stating, “Canada welcomes the decisive
parties on the electoral ballot. We were
Fire This Time Movement for Social
actions taken by its international partners,
able
to
speak
to
their
representatives,
who
Justice in Canada, I joined with over 165
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Yet it was these very same “nongovernmental
and
international
organizations” to which the U.S. and E.U.
were funnelling money, as they worked
to foment the violent coup attempt.
Independent journalist Ben Norton has
thoroughly uncovered this money trail.
He found, for example, that at least $4.4
million had been provided to Nicaraguan
opposition groups between 2016 – 2019
through the National Endowment for
Democracy in the U.S.

Nicaraguan Voting Day, November 7, 2021

including the United States and Britain,
and will continue to work with them to
leverage support and put pressure on the
regime to restore democracy and respect
human rights.”

Whether in 1985, 2018 or 2022, the United
States and its allies, including Canada, have
shown time and time again that it does not
have any interest in democracy or human
rights for the people of Nicaragua.
The U.S. and Canada’s hypocritical
democracy narrative for Nicaragua

To understand the scale of U.S.-led
intervention in Nicaragua and the great
depths of its hypocrisy when the U.S. and
Canada demand “democracy” or “human
rights,” it’s important to understand that
imperialist attacks on Nicaragua did not

Nicaraguan proudly showing he just
voted, November 7, 2021

During the U.S.-backed war on Nicaragua,
the government of Canada was utterly
silent about U.S. crimes. In 1986 Gerald
Caplan, a political columnist for Toronto
Star, wrote a letter to Macleans magazine,
where he explained, “Mr. Mulroney
[the then Prime Minister] has of course
vigorously condemned state terrorism, but
in this case, the sponsoring
state happens to be
Ronald Reagan’s [the then
President of the United
States]. What will he now
do while we await the news
that a Canadian has been
murdered in Nicaragua
by American trained and
armed terrorists about
whom Reagan said: ‘God
bless them. It makes me a
contra too’?”

Another tool that the U.S. government
and its allies use in this vicious campaign
is the Organization of American States
(OAS). This organization is
largely discredited in Latin
America and the Caribbean
for acting as a puppet of
the United States, while it
attempts and carries out
coups in the region. On
December 8, the OAS voted
to invoke the Democratic
Charter against Nicaragua,
formalizing the claim that
Nicaragua was no longer
a democracy. Predictably,
the United States and
Meanwhile,
the
Canada voted in favour.
government of Canada
This vote, which could have
also turned a blind-eye
eventually led to the removal
to millions of dollars in
of Nicaragua from the
arms sales to the Contras
OAS, was mostly symbolic,
were
brokered
however, as Nicaragua has Alison Bodine and Azza Rojbi of Fire This Time in Plaza de la Revolucion that
through
individuals
announced its exit from the in Managua, Nicaragua on November 8, 2021.
and
corporations
in
OAS.
Canada. This includes
begin
in
2007
when
President
Ortega
was
Canada’s Liberal government also stood
the Montreal-based Trans World Arms
elected.
side-by-side with the government of the
which was exposed in U.S. government
United States during the 2018 U.S.-backed
In July 1979, the Sandinista revolution in
investigations into the Iran-Contra affair
coup attempt and violent destabilization
Nicaragua overthrew pro-U.S. right-wing
as having received over $2 million USD for
campaign
against
the
Sandinista
dictator Anastasio Somoza. From 1982
a secret arms shipment to the Contras.
government of Nicaragua. While U.S.to 1990, an estimated 30,000 people were
After bringing so much death and
backed
mercenaries
were
building
killed as the U.S. government trained,
destruction to the people of Nicaragua,
barricades and torturing supporters of
armed, and funded a counter-revolutionary
the governments of the U.S. and Canada
the FSLN, Global Affairs Canada stated, war with thousands of mercenaries. The
have no right to claim they are concerned
“due to the deteriorating situation, Canada
Contras, as the counterrevolutionaries were
about “democracy” or “human rights” in
suspended direct bilateral financial
known, unleashed terror upon the people
Nicaragua.
assistance to the Government of Nicaragua
of Nicaragua. In 1985 alone, the U.S.
in accordance with Global Affairs Canada’s
Why is the Government of Canada
Congress approved $27 million in so-called
internal development policies. Canada
Attacking Nicaragua?
‘non-lethal aid’ to the Contras. At the
continues to support the people of
same time U.S. President Reagan imposed
So, if the government of Canada isn’t
Nicaragua through projects implemented
unilateral coercive economic measures on
concerned about the people of Nicaragua,
by non-governmental and international
the revolutionary Sandinista government.
Continued on page 23
organizations.”
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By Andrew Barry

Since February of 1962, the US
government has imposed a cruel and unjust
blockade on the people of Cuba in an effort
to overthrow its government, undermining
and violating the self-determination of
Cuban people. Cubans and peace-loving
people from across the world have joined
together for over 6 decades calling for an
end to this criminal policy that effects the
day to day lives of every Cuban.
For 29 consecutive times, the United
Nations General Assembly has voted
overwhelmingly to condemn the US
blockade on Cuba. This is important
because it demonstrates that the vast
majority of the world stands united with
Cuba against this criminal policy.

Since the Covid-19 pandemic swept
across the world in 2020, traditional
forms of protest have been challenging.
In late 2020 in Miami, Florida, Cuban
American activist Carlos Lazo from the
group Puentes de Amor (Bridges of Love),
organized the first ever Car Caravan
for Cuba against the US blockade. This
creative and dynamic action brought
together Cubans and Cuba solidarity
activists living in Miami to protest the US
Blockade on Cuba while maintaining a safe
distance from one another.
As the worldwide pandemic continued
into 2021, Friends of Cuba Against the US
Blockade-Vancouver introduced the idea to
Vancouver and on March 28, 2021 held its
first Car Caravan for Cuba Against the US
Blockade! The first Caravan was a success,
bringing together over 30 peace loving
people with the simple message of ending
the US blockade through the unique form
of protest that is the Car Caravan. This Car
Caravan has turned into a monthly action,
where activists join in vehicles covered
with Cuban flags and signs denouncing
the US blockade.

One Year of
Monthly Car
Caravans
Against the
U.S. Blockade
on Cuba in
Vancouver
The last Sunday of each month is a day of
action, where Cuba solidarity groups and
activists from around the world organize
Car Caravans and other actions to defend
Cuba against the cruel and illegal US
blockade. From Tunisia to Venezuela, and
Panama to Italy, and South Africa to the
Philippines – people from across the world
have united under the simple peaceful
demand of ending the US blockade on
Cuba.

Within Canada, many different cities
have participated in the Caravans as well,
including Victoria, Nanaimo, Edmonton,
Calgary, Winnipeg, Toronto, Ottawa,
Montreal, and Halifax.
As the world has suffered and struggled
to deal with the impacts of the Covid-19
pandemic, instead of minimizing the
impacts of the blockade on Cuba in order to
help it face Covid-19 - the US government
has intensified the blockade. This has
made it difficult for Cuba to access many
healthcare items like masks and syringes
that are used to combat the virus.
Throughout this intensification of the

In Vancouver, the Car Caravan
has been supported by Friends of
Cuba Against the US Blockade Vancouver, Vancouver Communities in
Solidarity with Cuba (VCSC), Yemeni
Community Association of Canada,
Vancouver Communist Party of Canada
Marxist-Leninist, Supporters of the
Communist League in Vancouver,
Fire This Time Movement for Social
Justice - Vancouver, and Mobilization
Against War & Occupation (MAWO)
- Vancouver.
In the true spirit of Cuba, these Car
Caravans have become international.
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blockade, Cuba has actually been able to
not only confront the Covid-19 pandemic,
but it has produced and manufactured
three of the best vaccines in the world.
Considering the impacts of the blockade
and Cuba’s difficulty of accessing medical
equipment, it truly is remarkable what it
has been able to contribute to the world’s
fight against the Covid-19 virus.

As we enter our second year of Car
Caravans against the US Blockade on Cuba
it is of utmost importance that we continue
to defend Cuba against these unjust and
cruel measures that the US government
has imposed on the people of Cuba for over
60 years. Cuba like any country has a right
to exist in peace and be able to determine
its own future and sovereignty. As long
as the US blockade continues to exist,
we as peace loving people must continue
to defend Cuba’s fundamental right to
self-determination in calling for an end
to the immoral and illegal US blockade.
Viva Cuba!
Lift the Blockade on Cuba Now!
Abajo el bloqueo!

measures imposed by
Trump against Cuba.
These policies have created
great challenges for Cuba’s
health care system. Among
these has been a shortage
of milk in the island’s
pediatric hospitals.

The Miami Caravan Against the U.S.
Blockade of Cuba calls on people of good
will, Cubans and non-Cubans alike, to join
us in our 22nd consecutive monthly protest.
[…] We urge activists in other cities to join
us in an international coordinated action
demanding an end to Washington’s attack on
the rights of the Cuban family on the island
and in diaspora.

Despite campaign promises to the contrary,
the Biden administration is continuing
the tightened sanctions and other special

One special feature of this
caravan will be a collection
to support the campaign by
Puentes de Amor and Code
Pink to raise $150,000 to
send a month’s supply of
powdered milk to every pediatric hospital in
Cuba.

afoul of the U.S. blockade, Cuba is forced to
import milk–at inflated costs–from places as
far away as New Zealand and Uruguay.

We know that regardless of their attitude
towards the Cuban government, there are
many people in this city who oppose the
blockade exactly because of these kinds of
cruelties. We urge you to join us April 24.

We urge you to bring as big a donation
as you can to send milk to the children of
Cuba. All funds will go through the accounts
of Code Pink (you can also donate here:
h t t p s : / / w w w. c o d e p i n k . o r g / m o r e _
powderedmilktocuba).

Normally, milk is distributed by the
government—for free—to children, pregnant
women, the elderly, and people with medical
needs. But the sanctions, along with the
pandemic that shut down Cuba’s tourism
industry, has led to shortages of everything–
especially milk. The government has little
money in its coffers, and because U.S.
companies and banks are fearful of running

We are building bridges of love, also
demanding that the U.S. government allow
the resumption of family remittances and
family reunification programs, allow the
resumption of flights to the main provincial
cities of Cuba, allow for freedom of travel by
Cubans and non-Cubans alike to the island,
and open the way for increased scientific and
cultural exchanges between our countries.
Join us!

¡Enviemos leche a los niños de Cuba!

* En Español *

La Caravana de Miami contra el Bloqueo de
Estados Unidos a Cuba llama a las personas
de buena voluntad, cubanos y no cubanos
por igual, a unirse a nosotros en nuestra
22ª protesta mensual consecutiva.
[…]
Instamos a los activistas de otras ciudades a
unirse a nosotros en una acción coordinada
internacional exigiendo el fin del ataque
de Washington a los derechos de la familia
cubana en la isla y en la diáspora.

A pesar de las promesas de campaña en sentido
contrario, la administración Biden continúa
con las sanciones más estrictas y otras medidas
especiales impuestas por Trump contra Cuba.
Estas políticas han creado grandes desafíos
para el sistema de salud de Cuba. Entre ellos
ha estado la escasez de leche en los hospitales
pediátricos de la isla.
Una característica especial de esta caravana
será una colecta para apoyar la campaña de
Puentes de Amor y Code Pink para recaudar
$150,000 para enviar un suministro mensual
de leche en polvo a todos los hospitales
pediátricos de Cuba.
Normalmente, la leche es distribuida por

el gobierno, de forma gratuita, a niños,
mujeres embarazadas, ancianos y
personas con necesidades médicas. Pero
las sanciones, junto con la pandemia que
cerró la industria turística de Cuba, han
llevado a la escasez de todo, especialmente
de leche. El gobierno tiene poco dinero en
sus arcas, y debido a que las empresas y
los bancos estadounidenses temen entrar
en conflicto con el bloqueo de Estados
Unidos, Cuba se ve obligada a importar
leche, a costos inflados, desde lugares tan
lejanos como Nueva Zelanda y Uruguay.
Sabemos que independientemente de
su actitud hacia el gobierno cubano, hay
muchas personas en esta ciudad que se
oponen al bloqueo precisamente por este
tipo de crueldades. Le instamos a que se
una a nosotros el 24 de abril.

Le instamos a que traiga una donación tan
grande como pueda para enviar leche a los
niños de Cuba. Todos los fondos pasarán
por las cuentas de Code Pink (también
puedes donar aquí: https://www.codepink.
org/more_powderedmilktocuba).

Estamos construyendo puentes de amor,
exigiendo también que el gobierno de los
Estados Unidos permita la reanudación
de las remesas familiares y los programas
de reunificación familiar, permita la
reanudación de los vuelos a las principales
ciudades provinciales de Cuba, permita la
libertad de viaje de cubanos y no cubanos
a la isla, y abra el camino para mayores
intercambios científicos y culturales entre
nuestros países.
¡Únete a nosotros!
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Upcoming Cuba Solidarity!

LIFT THE U.S.
BLOCKADE
ON CUBA!
Remove Cuba
from the so-called
“State Sponsors of
terrorism” list!

Marking 2 years of Monthly Virtual Pickets!

Virtual Picket

Tuesday May 17, 2022
7 PM
Scan or visit
website
to register

4PM PACIFIC TIME
6PM CENTRAL TIME
8PM ATLANTIC TIME EASTERN TIME

www.CanadianNetworkOnCuba.ca

Register
for Zoom:

LIFT
THE U.S.
BLOCKADE
ON CUBA!

NEXT Vancouver Car Caravan
Against the U.S. Blockade on Cuba!

Sunday, May 29
1 2 PM

2022

For location call: 604-780-4029

WWW.VANCUBAVSBLOCKADE.ORG
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#YemenCantWait
On the Ceasefire in Yemen
On Tuesday, March 29th, 2022,
Lebanese media outlet al-Mayadeen
reported that the Saudi coalition
announced the cessation of military
operations in Yemen beginning 6am
the following Wednesday. Chairman
of Yemen’s Supreme Political Council,
Mahdi
al-Mashat
followed
by
announcing the suspension of retaliatory
military actions against Saudi Arabia
for a period of three days leading to the
holy month of Ramadan. A two-month
truce between the two countries began
on Saturday, April 2nd, the first day of
Ramadan. United Nations Envoy to
Yemen, Hans Grundberg, announced
that the truce would cease all offensive
military operations on Yemen by land,
air, and sea. The initiative also stipulated
lifting the blockade on Yemen. An
official statement released by the
supreme political council iterated that
their condition for a ceasefire is an end to the blockade on the country that prevents food,
fuel, and humanitarian aid from entering the country.
In March of 2021, Joe Biden announced that the United States would end its support
for the Saudi coalition’s offensive operations in Yemen. On January 21st, 2022, the
United Arab Emirates launched a military attack on Yemen’s civilian infrastructure. In
the rubble of a destroyed detention center, a missile fragment bearing the manufacturing
cage code for Raytheon Technologies was discovered. Raytheon Technologies is an
American weapons manufacturing company with its headquarters located in Waltham,
Massachusetts. According to Raytheon’s website, the company has been a partner in Saudi
Arabia’s “protection and development” for over 50 years. In 2017, the company established
Raytheon Arabia, a Saudi legal entity wholly-owned by Raytheon.
This latest step towards peace and sovereignty for Yemen was forged by its people’s seven
years of resistance against the Saudi coalition amidst famine, blockade, and the pandemic.
We demand that the Biden administration honor its promise of ending its support for
the war on Yemen. This can be achieved through forcibly stopping American weapons
manufacturing companies from continuing to arm the siege.
The government of Canada is also complicit in providing weapons and arms to Saudi
Arabia and the UAE. Since the beginning of the US-Saudi coalition war on Yemen in
2015, Canada has sold over $8 billion of weapons to Saudi Arabia. We strongly demand
that the Trudeau Liberal government stops all arms sales to Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
The Virginia Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality, and Mobilization Against War &
Occupation (MAWO) salutes the Yemeni people for their resilience. We ask our supporters
to participate in social media campaigns #YemenCantWait to increase public awareness
and pressure on Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and the United States to end
the siege on Yemen and lift the blockade of the nation. While the calls for the ceasefire are
important, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and the United States must be adamant that they will
not violate the ceasefire and ensure the blockade is lifted.
Statement Issued jointly on April 15, 2022 by:
Virginia Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality www.virginiadefender.org
Mobilization Against War & Occupation (MAWO) www.mawovancouver.org
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MOTHER OF ALL STRUGGLES!
Indigenous struggle
against colonialism

Lee Maracle

(July 2, 1950 - November 11, 2021)
Sto:lo Author, Poet, Instructor [University
of Toronto - INS] and Traditional Teacher
First Nations House.

“Creation is not passive. The birth, rebirth process of the earth, her storms,
eruptions, tidal waves, floods, droughts,
and the coming of periodic ice ages
attest to the total lack of passivity. The
birth process of the plant and animal
kingdom is not passive. Individually,
every living thing on earth must labour
to re-create itself. Seeds burst from
shell to regenerate and the process of
birth for mammals is accomplished
only with much bloodshed.
The re-birth of any social order also
is not passive. We cannot live in the
world the way it is. What is it when the
mayor of a foreign town can come into
your backyard and propose to play golf
on the graves of your dead? What is it
when that foreign country forms its
internal laws to make this despicable
act legal? At no time in history have
Europeans ever suggested played golf
on their own graves. Yet gravesite after
gravesite of our dead is considered
accessible for the most ridiculous of
pastimes.
“They/we are refusing to be obedient.
From July 11th onward, we will listen
to one instruction only – love our
own. We have been busy over the past
summer deciding who “our own” are.
They are a range of colours: black,
red, brown, yellow and white. And we
can recognize them by their loyalty to
justice, peace, and solidarity.”
An excerpt from "Oka Peace Camp September 9, 1990" from Bobbi Lee,
Indian Rebel (Women's Press, 1990)

Continued from page 9

Flores and Teri Mattson, who both presented
about the critical work of the U.S-based group
CODEPINK; William Camacaro, a leading
organizer in the Sanctions Kill coalition and
the Campaign to Free Alex Saab; Professor
Fred Mills, Senior Editor at the Council on
Hemispheric Affairs (COHA); Pete Seidman,
activist with the US Hands Off Cuba and
Venezuela South Florida Coalition, based in
Miami; and Dr. Adrienne Pine, one of the
four members of the Embassy Protection
Collective arrested in May 2019 for defending
the Embassy of Venezuela in Washington,
DC against its illegal takeover by the fake
government of U.S-backed puppet “interim
President” of Venezuela, Juan Guaidó.

As well, the monthly actions have also featured
speakers direct from Venezuela, representing
many different parts of Venezuelan society
including: Professor Luis Acuña, the Charge
d’Affaires from Venezuela to Canada, who
is currently living in Venezuela and shares
his critical analysis and greetings at each
picket action; Carol Delgado, a distinguished
Venezuelan diplomat and political analyst;
Nelson Herrera, Secretary General of the
Vice-Presidency for the Working Class of the
United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV)
and Coordinator of the Anti-Imperialist
Workers Platform (PCOA); Jimmy Gudiño,
City Councillor of the Caracas Libertador
Municipality and member of the United
Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV); Laura
Isabel Franco, Director of Exchange and
Cooperation of the Simón Bolívar Institute
for Peace and Solidarity among Peoples;
Daymar Martes, Venezuelan anthropologist
and researcher with SURES, a Venezuelan
civil society organization; and Indhriana
Parada, Venezuelan lawyer and member of the
Free Alex Saab Movement in Venezuela.
The 13 consecutive monthly online picket

action held on March 10, 2022, had a special
focus on the case of Venezuelan diplomat
Alex Saab. At this action, participants heard
from Camilla Saab, the wife of Alex Saab and
the head of the Free Alex Saab Movement
in Venezuela, leading the campaign for his
freedom. As Camilla explained during the
picket, Alex Saab’s “arrest sets a dangerous
precedent with consequences for all nations
and diplomats to exercise their legitimate
functions.” She also expressed her gratitude
for the wave of international solidarity with
Alex Saab and her firm conviction that he
would be free to return to his children and the
people of Venezuela.

Also joining the march online picket action,
which was chaired by Alison Bodine, the
Coordinator of the Fire This Time Movement
for Social Justice Venezuela Solidarity
Campaign, was Dr. Francisco Dominguez,
National Secretary of the Venezuela
Solidarity Campaign in the U.K., which is
currently leading a campaign for the release
of Venezuelan gold being held by the Bank of
England and Karen Rodman, human rights
advocate and executive director of Just Peace
Advocates, a Canada based international
human rights organization.
Building the Movement Against Sanctions
on Venezuela in Canada and Internationally!

Through the monthly online actions, Venezuela
solidarity organizations and individuals have
reached new and different audiences and
heard from people across the country doing
important work against the government of
Canada’s sanctions on Venezuela.

As people living in Canada, a country
complicit in the sanctions and attacks on
Venezuela, we are responsible for organizing
against the brutal and unjust sanctions,
threats, and attacks on Venezuela by the
United States, Canada, and their allies. These
consistent monthly actions will continue to
contribute to building a united
front and stronger movement
in defense of the sovereignty
and self-determination of
Venezuela.

In solidarity with the people
of Venezuela, who struggle
every day to defend their
sovereignty and independence
from the United States, the
monthly US/Canada Hands
Off Venezuela actions will
continue until the sanctions
and blockade of Venezuela are
lifted. For more information
and to register for the
next online picket action,
visit:
https://tinyurl.com/
handsoffvzla

Follow Alison on Twitter:
@Alisoncolette
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“By Any Means
Necessary...”

MALCOLM X SPEAKS
"The common goal of twenty-two
million Afro-Americans is respect as
human beings, the God-given right
to be a human being. Our common
goal is to obtain the human rights
that America has been denying
us. We can never get civil rights in
America until our human rights
are first restored. We will never be
recognized as citizens there until we
are first recognized as humans.

The present American “system” can
never produce freedom for the black
man. A chicken cannot lay a duck
egg because the chicken’s “system” is
not designed or equipped to produce
a duck egg. The system of the chicken
was produced by a chicken egg and
can therefore reproduce only that
which produced it.
The American system, political,
economic, and social, was produced
from the enslavement of the black
man, and this present “system” is
capable only of perpetuating that
enslavement. In order for a chicken
to produce a duck egg, its system
would have to undergo a drastic and
painful revolutionary change...or
revolution. So be it with America’s
enslaving system. "
From “Racism: The Cancer That Is
Destroying America” in the Egyptian
Gazette of Cairo, Egypt
August 25, 1964
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basis of unity
Humanity today is threatened by war, economic
crises, starvation, poverty and crime: all created
by the drive of capitalists and imperialist powers to
maximize their profits at the expense of the people
of the world. To oppose each of these crimes against
humanity, we must focus all of our work and action
to build a foundation to advance the interest of an
overall struggle of working and oppressed people
against international capital, its tools of dividing the
working class, and its local oppressive institutions.
The fundamental principle of the Fire This Time
Movement for Social Justice is to promote in action
the unity and active solidarity of all poor and
working people, locally and internationally. We
must recognize that this principle is meaningless
without active struggle, because the pursuit of this
principle goes sharply against the interest of the
ruling capitalist class and they will use whatever
means they have at their disposal to keep us divided
and hostile amongst ourselves.
Fire This Time is a revolutionary socialist movement
for dismantling capitalism and imperialism with a
mass majority of working and oppressed people to
create a world without oppression and exploitation.
We are a politically based action organization
committed to building the social and political
power of poor and working people in BC, Canada
and internationally. We believe the only way to
effectively challenge the capitalist and imperialist
states and governments and their corporate agenda
is through the organization of masses of people
in motion in workplaces, communities and in
the streets. We are dedicated to mobilizing and
unifying poor and working people against the all
forms of capitalist governments and their antipoor, anti-working class legislation and policies.
We are committed to organizing with working and

poor people from the most attacked and exploited
communities in Canada and beyond: communities
of colour, immigrants, refugees, “illegals”, low-wage
workers, people with disabilities, queer people,
indigenous communities, unemployed people
and low-income families. We oppose all forms
of oppression and exploitation: from sexism to
racism, from homophobia to colonialism and all
other institutions, thought, beliefs, actions and
behaviours that humiliate and demean people to
bring hostility and division amongst us.
Our movement must be integrated in the wider
revolutionary context of international struggle
against capitalism and imperialism; although we
are mainly engaged in local politics, in essence the
scope of our work is internationalist. Supporting
the struggles of oppressed people abroad weakens
the hegemony and power of the capitalist class in
other lands and consequently weakens their rule
at home, therefore aiding the battles of oppressed
people in Canada against their own government.
In addition, the practice of international solidarity
solidifies the co-operation essential in building a
world movement for social justice. We must expand
on this both implicitly and explicitly to make the
connections relevant to people’s daily domestic
struggle, to overcome geographic division, and to
make it clear that when we engage in struggle we
do not struggle alone but alongside millions of
working and poor people around the world. Within
capitalist and imperialist global domination there is
no local struggle that does not have an international
character. Every international is local and every
local is international.
The Fire This Time Movement for Social Justice
will support and engage with other progressive and
revolutionary movements and struggles whether
for immediate or long-term demands, locally,
nationally and internationally in united front or any
other united effort and organizations. Our main goal
is to end poverty and injustice through education,
participation, agitation and direct action. We seek
to reach a collective level of mass consciousness
that allows oppressed people to think socially and
act politically to achieve social justice locally and
internationally by any means necessary.
www.firethistime.net

Distribute
Revolutionary Change
in Your Area!

Andrew Barry

For distribution of
Fire This Time in your
area, across BC, and
internationally, please
contact:

Andrew Barry
Publicity &
Distribution
Coordinator
Phone: (604) 780-4029
Email:

infoftt@mail.com
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why is Canada joining the United States’
campaign to demonize the government
of President Ortega and destabilize
Nicaragua?
For one, Canada has had its bloody hands
in Nicaragua for over 100 years, largely
through the mining industry. Although
Nicaragua is largely a rural country, with
a population of just over 6.6 million
people, it has large gold reserves that
continue to be exploited by Canadian
mining companies. They get rich from
the backs of the people of Nicaragua.
Canada-based Calibre Mining Group
has three mining operations covering
the Western, Central, and Northwest
regions in Nicaragua. Likewise, the
Canadian Mako Mining Corp. runs an
open-pit gold mine, which claims to
rank as “one of the highest-grade openpit gold mines globally.”
Neo-liberal governments, including the
one preceding President Ortega and
the Sandinistas in 2007, are known for
their willingness to serve the interests of
foreign companies. So, it is no wonder
that the government of Canada prefers
a neo-Liberal government to one that
defends the interests of Nicaraguans.

of American States (OAS), following in
the footsteps of Venezuela and Cuba. As
Dennis Moncada, the Foreign Minister of
Nicaragua, explained, “We have been very
clear, and we say that we do not accept
foreign interference, nor interventions, that
try to meddle in the internal concerns of
our country…And the reason that we have
denounced the OAS is because of the policy
and attitude, primarily by the United States
and the countries subordinated to it, that

development project with 140 member
countries to date. Nicaragua joined the Belt
and Road Initiative in January 2022.
In just the last five months, the sentiments
expressed by Foreign Minister Moncada
have been echoed across Latin America
and the Caribbean. They are evident from
October’s statement released by ALBA (the
Bolivarian Alternative to the Americas)
supporting Nicaragua’s democraticallyelected
Sandinista
government, to
agreements made at the XXII meeting of
Foreign Ministers of CELAC (Community
of Latin American and the Caribbean
States) held in Argentina in January 2022.

Nicaraguans voting on November 7, 2021

try to direct and impose the internal Nicaraguan Voting Day in Leon, Nicaragua, Nopolicies of Nicaragua and maintain a vember 7, 2021
permanent policy of interference and
interventionism, disrespecting the
In Defence of the People of Nicaragua
dignity of the Nicaraguan people.”
In 2018, under the Trump Administration,
His words affirm that there is a changing
Nicaragua’s Dangerous Example!
national security advisor John Bolton
balance of forces in Latin America and
In the days immediately following
declared that Cuba, Venezuela, and
the Caribbean. Political power is shifting
the November 2021 election victory, towards poor, working, and oppressed
Nicaragua are a “Troika of Tyranny” –
the Ortega government reaffirmed its
people. Countries such as Nicaragua, openly expressing concerns that these three
commitment to independence from
countries could stand in the way of the U.S.
alongside Cuba and Venezuela, and newly
imperialism. On November 19, 2021, it
elected governments in Peru, Argentina, attempts to control the region.
announced it was leaving the Organization
Bolivia, and Honduras, are showing that, Despite brutal sanctions, blockades,
through regional
propaganda, and outright attacks - levelled
cooperation
at all three countries, their resistance to
which excludes
U.S. pressure continues to strengthen. In
the
United
turn, the Biden administration is carrying
States
and
out the same cruel policies as the Trump
Canada, it is
administration, and the government of
possible to build
Canada continues its collaboration to make
an
alternative
sure that it can maintain its slice of the pie
to the U.S.in the region.
controlled IMF
While in Nicaragua, I witnessed the fierce
and
World
dedication of the Nicaraguan people to
Bank.
its sovereignty and self-determination.
A n o t h e r
I also saw the pain and the horror of the
example of this
U.S.-backed Contra wars that ripped their
alternative
is
country apart. The people of Nicaragua
China’s Belt and
know what is at stake – and we, as
Road Initiative, peace-loving people in Canada, have the
a
massive
responsibility to stand with them.
international
t r a d e
Nicaraguan youth rally after the election in Plaza de la revolucion in i n f r a s t r u c t u re
Follow Alison on Twitter: @Alisoncolette
However, Nicaragua poses another
threat to the U.S. and Canada: the
Sandinista government’s commitment to
independence and sovereignty.

Managua, Nicaragua on November 8, 2021
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Tamara Hansen, Coordinator
of Vancouver Communities in
Solidarity with Cuba & Executive
member of the Canadian Network
on Cuba

Azza Rojbi, Coordinator of Friends
of Cuba Against the U.S. Blockade
- Vancouver, board member of
Fierte Canada Pride. Azza recently
travelled to Cuba with the Che
Guevara Volunteer Work Brigade

ongoing discussions on the new family code!

►► Cubans who are participating in the

Featuring:

This webinar & the Free Alex Saab campaign are endorsed by
the Fire This Time Movement for Social Justice

WWW.VANCUBASOLIDARITY.COM

Vancouver Communities in Solidarity with Cuba (VCSC)

Scan or visit website
to register

5pm Vancouver Time

FRIDAY MAY 20, 2022

ONLINE EVENT - Videos, Speakers & Discussion!

CUBA›S NEW
FAMILY CODE

